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Debate ends in translation feasibility decision
.,."ursday morning delegates .
I debated and then defeated the
first resolution proposed by the
Translation Feasibility Floor Committee.
The resolution resolved, in part, to
appoint a committee lito explore
further the preparation of a quality
confessional Lutheran translation of
the Bible." This committee would have
a clear set of goals and report back to
the 2015 synod convention.
Much debate was heard concerning
the resolution. Rev. Phillip Sievert,
chairman of the Translation Feasibility
Floor Committee, expressed his belief
that a vote in favor of the resolution
meant that a delegate thought that
the idea of WELS working on a
new translation should continue to
be explored, while a vote to defeat
the measure would indicate that a
delegate is not in favor of exploring
this option further.
Numerous delegates, some of them
called to serve at WELS' ministerial
education schools, voiced their
concerns that a translation project such
as this would be both difficult and
costly in terms of the manpower of the
men who are qualified to do this work
and its impact on language training of
future called workers.
Some delegates noted that those who
are interested in pursuing this project
could continue it as a parasynodical
project--one not supported by the

synod budget or by workers called by
the synod.
A division of the house was called after
the voice vote was taken. The official
results found that 277 delegates voted
to defeat the resolution, while 68
delegates voted to support it.
Following the vote, Sievert noted, "It's
important to remember that brothers
can disagree. Now, though, I pray that
we can all move forward together."
The second resolution provided by
this floor committee recommended
that" a standing committee be
established to evaluate major Bible
translations; to communicate with
their editors and publishers; to offer,
when appropriate, suggestions to
improve such translations; and to share
its findings with the synod at large."
This resolution was overwhelmingly
passed, and convention delegates then
gave the Translation Feasibility Floor
Committee a standing ovation for its
work on this topic. •

Delegates adopt Bible
translation approach
ate Wednesday afternoon
Translation Evaluation Floor
Committee chairman, Rev. Joel
Gaertner, and Translation Feasibility
Floor Committee chairman, Rev.
Phillip Sievert, read their committees'
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resolutions to convention delegates.
Because both committees'
resolutions deal with Bible translation
issues, they felt that it would be
helpful for delegates to hear all
the resolutions on this topic before
discussing and voting on the
individual resolutions. Gaertner
presented three resolutions, and
Sievert presented two.
Delegates only had time to then
discuss and adopt the first resolution
of the Translation Evaluation
Committee. This resolution, titled
"Option 2," "encourages NPH
to choose whichever translation
it deems best for a particular
publication." The resolution also
encourages all WELS congregations
to use the four-part Bible study
that the Translation Evaluation
Committee produced and concludes
by resolving "that we, as members
of WELS standing firm in one spirit,
contending as one man for the faith
of the gospel. fix our hearts on this
one unshakable truth: the Word of
our God endures forever."
Before adoption, a few delegates
did address the floor to express their
opinions about the resolution. When
the vote was called, thouqh, support
for the resolution was strong.
Following the vote, Gaertner
expressed his gratefulness that
consensus was built during the
convention so that WELS members
"can continue to walk together in
unity. "
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The convention needed to address
this topic because the NIV 1984, the
official Bible translation currently
used in WELS publications, is being

phased out and replaced with a new
version, which is often referred to
as the NIV 2011. Although the NIV
1984 will still be able to be used for
some future products, Northwestern
Publishing House is producing other
projects that must use a different
translation. Therefore, delegates
were faced with the question of
which translation should replace the
NIV 1984.
The Translation Evaluation
Committee, which was created to
research the NIV 2011 and other
translations, outlined two options
for deciding which Bible translation
to use in WELS publications going
forward. Option 1: WELS adopts NIV
2011 for use in materials produced
by Northwestern
Publishing House.
Option 2: WELS does not adopt
a single Bible version for use in its
publications at this time. NPH uses
whichever version of these three
(English Standard Version, Holman
Christian Standard Bible, NIV 2011)
seems best for the passage cited
and the publication in which the
biblical text will appear (" eclectic
approach"). The resolution adopted
by the convention encouraged
Northwestern Publishing House to
use the eclectic approach.
Following adoption of this resolution,
delegates were dismissed for
dinner, and the official business
for the day was concluded. All the
other resolutions regarding Bible
translation will be discussed on
Thursday during the final day of
convention business .•

"In Christ Alone" essay

R

ev. Paul Prange, WELS
administrator for Ministerial
Education, delivered the essay for
the WELS2013 synod convention.
The essay, "In Christ Alone: The
foundation and focus of our
mission and ministry," reflected the
"In Christ Alone" theme for the
convention.
"It's a great privilege to be asked,"
says Prange. "I immediately began
to think about how to use this essay
to make sure we stay focused on
Christ during this good time."
Prange says he wanted to
incorporate a little bit of a Bible
study feel to his essay,so he
incorporated some of the original
languages when he presented the
Bible passagesand broke the essay
up by singing the four verses of the
hymn "In Christ Alone" throughout
the presentation. The essaytook the
delegates through the three solas of
the Reformation: By grace alone, by
faith alone, and by Scripture alone.
Prange incorporated many personal
experiences in his essay. He says;
"Good doctrine is practical, and I
think about how it's played out in
my life .... Good doctrine applies
to real life. n
For Prange, the opportunity to
present the convention essay was
more exciting than nerve-racking.
"When I think of this as a teaching
situation, having the privilege of
teaching the Word of God, it's the
same kind of excitement and energy
from having that privilege in other
circumstances." ,

Fellowship recognized with
Norwegian church

D

elegatesjoined their voices in
. song Wednesday afternoon as
they officially recognized fellowship
with the Lutheran Confessional
Church in Norway (LBK-Norway) as
an independent sister church.
"Corninq here is a highlight in my
ministry," says Rev. Egil Edvardsen,
the president of the LBK-Norway
and one of the church body's
two pastors. "Personally, [the
recognition of fellowship] means
very much for my everyday work
in my congregation-to
know that
I'm not doing this alone. There is
somebody else over there who will
pray and support and help us in
time of need."
The two congregations of the
LBK-Norway have actually been in
fellowship with WELS since 1978
when they left the state church in
Norway and joined the Lutheran
Confessional Church in Sweden.
In 2009, however, the LBK-Norway
decided to become an independent
church body.
Referringto the Swedishchurch as
the" mother church," Edvardsensays,
"The child hasto grow and eventually
leavethe home when it becomes
strong enough. It was time to leavethe
safe home and become independent
and stand on our own feet."
This synodical resolution recognized
this new independence of the LBKNorway.'
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As Edvardsen addressed convention
delegates following the recognition
of fellowship, he thanked
WELS for all the support it has
provided through the years to this
SS-baptized-member
church bodyespecially the encouragement
and
advice of the contact men sent
through the synod's Commission on
Inter-Church Relations.
"It's a great blessing for our church
body to have you in the WELS and the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod as our big
brothers who can help us-hold our
hands-in times of trouble," he says.
"I hope that you will do as the apostle
Paul did-continue
to send people to
Scandinavia to find out how it goes
with our faith and to encourage us
and to strengthen us. And I hope also
that we may be able-with
our small
resources-to give something back."
Learn more about the Lutheran
Confessional Church in Norway
and the other church bodies WELS
is in fellowship with through the
Confessional Evangelical Lutheran
Conference at www.celc.info.
~

Delegates learn about
upcoming anniversaries
n Wednesday afternoon
delegates learned more about
plans for two upcoming special
anniversary celebrations-the
100th anniversary of Forward in
Christ (FIC) in 2014 and the SOOth
anniversary of the Reformation in
2017.

O
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Rev. John Braun, executive editor
of Forward in Christ, said that the

magazine has come a long way in
100 years but hasn't changed two
things: "First, we still cling to the
truths God has revealed to us in the
Scriptures. Second, we still wish to
communicate with the people in
the homes of our synod in everyday
language."
Braun shared that part of FIC's
anniversary celebration is offering
the magazine digitally to individual
subscribers. The digital edition will
be offered free through December
2013 and then will be available
through individual subscription.
"The print version will still be
there for you in your mailbox or at
church," says Braun, "but individual
subscribers now can read the
magazine on a tablet or computer
as well."
Regarding the SOOth anniversary of
the Reformation, Braun reported
that among other plans a book
of essays and three Bible studies
have been commissioned. He
also encouraged districts to begin
planning Reformation rallies.
In the same presentation,
Braun introduced Mr. Bill Ziche,
Northwestern Publishing House's
(NPH) new president. Ziche reminded
delegates about the mission of the
synod's publishing house-to
deliver
biblically sound Christ-centered
resources within WELS and beyond.
He also shared that NPH is looking to
do more with digital publications. It
already offers more than 80 e-books,
available at Amazon and Barnes
& Noble, but is looking to expand
those offerings, including offering
Meditations digitally in the future.

Learn more about what
Northwestern
Publishing House
has to offer at www.nph.net.
Send
anniversary greetings to Forward in
Christ online or by e-rnail. ~

Sneak peek of WELS movie

R

ev. Michael Hintz, director of
the Commission on Evangelism,
gave convention delegates a sneak
peek of WELS' new movie, Come
Follow Me, on Wednesday morning.
Hintz showed the first six minutes of
this outreach movie, which shows
viewers how to be a disciple of Jesus
through the eyes of Peter.
"Awesome,"
marveled Rev: Tony
McKenzie, a pastor delegate from
Trinity, Neenah, Wis., after the
preview. "The music, lighting,
presentation, and biblical accuracy
are all very well done."
Come Follow Me is a follow up to
the successful Road to Emmaus
film, of which more than a quarter
million copies of the DVD have been
distributed. The film has also been
broadcast in 14 countries and is
available in seven languages.

as an outreach tool. The discussion
guide can be helpful as members
view the movie with their friends
and neighbors.
WELS is also using Come Follow Me
as the focus of its 2013-14 Walking
Together Sunday because, Hintz
notes, "We work together-we
walk together-to
make followers
of Jesus."
WELS Commissions on Evangelism
and Adult Discipleship;
Northwestern
Publishing House;
WELS Multi-Language
Publications;
and Boettcher+ Trinklein Television,
Inc., are collaborating on this series
of outreach movies, which are
made possible through individual
donations and grants. The third
and fourth films will focus on Jesus'
birth and early life and on taking the
gospel into the world .••

First resolutions passed at
synod convention
The convention

"We never dreamed or imagined
that this movie would reach so
many in so many places," says
Mr. Steve Boettcher, director and
producer.

floor addressed the
of resolutions in the afternoon,
Wed., July 31. The President's Report,
Finance and Budget, Ministry of
Christian Giving, Home Missions,
Ministerial Education, Inter-Church
Relations, and Translation Evaluation
Floor Committees brought resolutions
to the floor.

The Come Follow Me DVD, as well
as a Bible study and discussion
guide based on the movie, will be
available in October. Hintz envisions
WELS members using the movie in
personal or family devotions and

A resolution from the President's
Report Floor Committee resolved to
"establish a new ad hoc committee
to look at all areas of the synod
structure and programs." The ad
hoc committee, to be appointed by

I first
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the synod president, will work to
continue the evaluations of the ad
hoc committee formed in 2007 and
will focus on areas of the synod not
adressed by the original committee,
which presented at the 2009 synod
convention.
The Finance and Budget Floor
Committee presented--and the
convention adopted--the ministry
financial plan presented by WELS
Chief Financial Officer Todd Poppe on
Tuesday, July 30.
The single resolution from the Home
Missions Floor Committee resolved to
make WELS-Canada its own mission
district. Now the fourteenth mission
district under Home Missions, WELSCanada sought this status to better
meet its ministry needs cohesively
within the country. The Home Missions
resolution says, "One centralized
Canadian Mission District would more
effectively administer WELS funding
and other revenue." Previously,
congregations in Canada were divided
among three different North- American
mission districts.
The Inter-Church Relations Floor
Committee brought two resolutions
to the floor. The committee's first
resolution formalized fellowship with
the Lutheran Confessional Church in
Norway. (Read more in this issue of
"Together").
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The second Inter-Church Relations
resolution encourages further
discussions with the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod. The resolution says,
"We encourage our leadership in
conjunction with the Commission on
Inter-Church Relations to continue

discussions with the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod to strive for true unity
based on full agreement in doctrine
and practice." This resolution is in
response to informal discussions
between WELS and the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod that took place
in December 2012. In the resolution,
the committee says, "Even if the
restoration of fellowship is not possible
in the near future, we believe it is our
responsibility to each other and to
our Lord to strive for true unity based
on full agreement in doctrine and
practice."
The Translation Evaluation Floor
Committee presented all three of its
resolutions. The convention, before
the end of the day, adopted the first
resolution to resolve that "WELS does
not adopt a single Bible translation for
use in its publications at this time but
use an eclectic approach."
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More resolutions adopted
Delegates spent the day hearing many
of the 12 reports and voting on many
of the 47 resolutions from the 27 floor
committees at the convention.
Adopted resolutions include:
• Urging non-accredited Lutheran
schools to achieve school
accreditation within the next ten
years or to use the appropriate
tools to create a culture of
continual improvement.
• Calling a full-time associate director
for the Commission on Lutheran
Schools by July 1, 2015, subject to
funding, who would lead Forward
with Lutheran Schools, Second

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Wind, and the School Leadership
Candidate Training program, all
programs that help strengthen
Lutheran schools.
Training more Lutheran elementary
school principals and early
childhood directors by having MLC
expand its new graduate leadership
program and the Commission .
on Lutheran Schools implement
the School Leadership Candidate
Training program to identify,
encourage, and begin training
'potential school leaders. Delegates
also resolved that the synod's
Assignment Committee reduce
the number of MLC graduates
assigned to school leadership
positions by 2018.
Encouraging congregations to
supply funding to provide adequate
administrative release time for
principals. Congregations were also
encouraged to call experienced
principals, currently uncalled
principals, or veteran teachers
rather than having novice teachers
assigned as principals.
Establishing a task force to
develop a synodwide process for
acknowledging the importance of
ongoing professional growth for
pastors and staff ministers.
Hiring a full-time archivist, who
would implement a plan for an
appropriate home for the WELS
archives, as funding allows.
Launching a special synodwide
offering for debt elimination at the
2015 synod convention.
Electing men who will serve on
many different synodical boards
and commissions. Results can be
found on www.wels.net.
Setting the location of the 2015

synod convention as IVllcnlgan
Lutheran Seminary, Saginaw, Mich.
• Designating the opening and
closing worship service offerings
to the Early Childhood Learning
Center building project at Martin
Luther College.
Read all resolutions online at www.
wels.net. •

Huebner reelected as first
vice president
ev. James Huebner was reelected
for his second term as first vice
president of WELS. The position is a
four-year term during which Huebner
will serve part time as first vice
president and continue to also serve
as pastor of Grace, Milwaukee, Wis.

R

During Tuesday's morning session,
convention delegates were invited
to nominate parish pastors for this
position. The top five nominees were
placed on the ballot. In addition to
Huebner, those nominees included
Rev.Joel Jenswold, Rev. Jonathan
Schroeder, Rev.Jonathan Stern, and
Rev. Joel Voss.
Huebner addressed the delegates
after the results of the election
were announced. After sharing
with delegates that he'd served as
a convention page 44 years ago,
Huebner noted, "In gratefulness to
our Lord and in humble gratitude, I
accept your nomination as first vice
president of WELS."
As first vice president, Huebner
assists President Mark Schroeder
and carries out assignments given
to him by Schroeder. Huebner
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currently serves as the chairman
of the Congregational Assessment
and Planning Committee and
Continuing Education for Called
Workers Committee as well as an
advisory member to the Commission
on Congregational Counseling and
the Commission on Inter-Church
Relations. He also serves on the
Conference of Presidents and as an
ex-officio member of the Synodical
Council. In case of a vacancy in the
presidency, Huebner would serve
as president until the next synod
convention. ,

