My Continuing Thoughts for Sunday, Through Christmas
The Advent of Our Lord
advent (not capitalized): a coming into being or use; i.e. (the advent of spring)
Advent (capitalized): the period beginning four Sundays before Christmas and observed by some Christians as
a season of prayer and fasting
The prophet Isaiah very aptly described this Advent at Isaiah 11:1-2
"Then a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him
a spirit of wisdom and understanding,
a spirit of council and strength,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord."
For many years before becoming a member of my WELS Lutheran family, a church of believers in the
larger family of God, brothers and sisters to our Savior, Jesus Christ, I often wondered just what this grouping
of candles meant that always seemed to appear just before Christmas. Let me share with you over the next four
weeks what I have learned as we, together, light these candles one by one.
First, let me give a little understanding and description of this candle arrangement for those of you , who
like me, were unfamiliar with this Christian tradition. The arrangement, generally in the circular form,
representing a wreath is sometimes adorned in similar fashion as, or included in the actual composition of, a
wreath. The Advent wreath consists of five candles; one white, one pink and three purple or blue. One candle is
lit each of the four weeks preceding Christmas signifying specific aspects of this time of preparation of the
coming of our Lord, culminating with the white candle being lit on Christmas Day.
Most people, probably you also, have developed over the years many traditions and practices regarding
this most joyous time of the year. There is the practice of gift giving; Christmas caroling; decorating of trees,
houses and even landscapes; festive holiday meals and the gathering of families, some members seldom seen
except at Christmas time. In addition to these many traditions practiced by most of us, Christians have annually
celebrated the Advent of our lord, recognizing and waiting in anticipation of that day we all celebrate as the
birthday of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
ADVENT 1: 30 November 2014
The lighting of the first candle (purple or blue) THE PROPHESY CANDLE or CANDLE OF HOPE. Hope for
what?
We need to return to the very first book of the Bible, Genesis, to see the first prophesy of a Savior.
Adam and Eve had sinned against God and had received the condemnation of death as a result and in fulfillment
of His warning. However, at this time God also promised that He would send a Savior, one who would be born
of her seed, born of a woman and would remove that curse from all mankind. Genesis 3:14-15. Thus, the
PROPHESY CANDLE or THE CANDLE OF HOPE. It is only through this Savior that we can find hope for
anything other than the death we deserve. We can find references to the fulfillment of this prophesy in Galatians
4:4, Hebrews 2:14 and again in 1 John 3:8
ADVENT 2: 7 December 2014
The lighting of the second candle (purple or blue) THE BETHLEHEM CANDLE or THE CANDLE OF
PREPARATION. Preparation for the coming of the Messiah, HOW?
Preparation: basically meaning: to get ready

God's ever faithful promise of a Savior to be born in Bethlehem is in the process of being remembered.
Help us to prepare for that coming of our Lord. Again, we need to go back to Scripture to understand this
process of preparation. Isaiah first spoke of this time of the coming or advent of the Messiah when he spoke of
the one crying out to make way in the wilderness for the Lord. (Isaiah 40:3) Luke reaffirmed this prophesy very
clearly that the promised Lord was coming. (Luke 3:4-6) This is that time of the year when we too prepare the
way and get ready to worship our new born King.
ADVENT 3: 14 December 2014
The lighting of the third candle (Pink) THE SHEPHERD CANDLE or THE CANDLE OF JOY. The
shepherds heard the message of joy from the heavenly host.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote: “There is no peace on earth; I said: because hate is strong and
mocks the song of peace on earth, good will toward men.” This is a sad commentary in light of the message the
angels delivered to the shepherds two thousand years ago. This was on that very night that we are looking
forward to in a few short weeks. I would prefer to look back to that message and realize it was sent by God and
means a lot more than Mr. Longfellow’s statement.
Read what Luke wrote regarding the birth of Christ from the prophesies of Isaiah and Micah long before,
in Isaiah, chapters 9 and 14 where he speaks of Immanuel and Micah, chapter 5.
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Then she gave birth to her firstborn Son, and she wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a
feeding trough—because there was no room for them at the lodging place.
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In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over their flock.
9
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified.
10
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people:
11
Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of David.
12
This will be the sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a feeding
trough.”
13
Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:
14
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors! Luke 2:7-14 (HCSB)
This is the peace that our Prince of Peace gives to us through His sacrifice and that He creates with love in
the hearts of those who love and trust Him.
During these weeks of Advent I shall also give meaning to the many names and titles given to our Lord;
some of which are in our opening text and document: branch; root; Lord; Jesus; Christ; Savior.

Branch/ root/ vine:
As our text says a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse and a branch shall bear fruit. Paradoxically Jesus is
also the root. He is the vine on which we depend for life and nourishment. (Isaiah 11:1, Jeremiah 23:5,
Zechariah 3:8, 6:12, John 15:1)
Lord:
Jesus is Lord over all. He has the title by right as the Son of God and Creator of the universe. (1 Timothy 6:15,
Revelation 19:16)
Jesus/ Christ/ Messiah:

Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew Yeshua which means "Yahweh (Jehovah) is salvation."
Christ meaning Jesus or Messiah was believed in Judaism to be a king who would be sent by God to save the
Jews. Messiah is the Hebrew word translated into Greek as Christ; both names meaning "Anointed One" or
Savior. He came to deliver us from death, the one who seeks and saves the lost. (Matthew 1:21, Daniel 9:25,
John 1:41, John 4:25)
King
Christ is King over all kings and rulers. In His kingdom all will be in subjection to Him and owe Him our
complete allegiance. (1 Timothy 6:15), (Revelation 17:14) In scripture He was also referred to as King of the
Jews (Matthew 2:2),(Matthew 21:5), King of Israel (John 1:49), and as Prince in Daniel 9:25 and Prince of
Peace in Isaiah 9:6.
Prince/ Prince of Peace:
Christ became our peace when He ended the conflict between God and man and died on the cross. He is also
our personal and internal peace through the love He has placed in our hearts. (Ephesians 2:14),
Emmanuel/ Immanuel
Meaning, God with us. Jesus was born on earth, a real human. He entered time and space to become fully
human so we have the opportunity to be with God forever. (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:23)
Please take the time to return with me as we look into the lighting of the third candle on ADVENT 4, next
Sunday December 21st.

