Why Do We Need Lent?
"Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was
sacrificed once to take awcry the sins of many people; and he will appear a second
time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waitingfor him. "

(Hebrews 9:27,28)
Why do we need Lent? Good question. The answers from Scripture are clear, and they show us that
the Season
of Lent is important.
For one thing,
Lent reminds
us that there
are needs greater than those of food and drink, house and home, spouse and children,
work and relaxation, debts and investments. If we are honest with ourselves, I think we
will admit that a major block of our time is spent thinking about the above matters, isn't
it? And if to the above you were to add concern for health and happiness, then most of
our thoughts are directed to the here and now - to this life and this world. And that's not
surprising, because, after all, this world is where we live. But that's also the very reason
we need Lent.
The Season of Lent brings us face to face with thoughts about sin and about God, about
God's demands and about God's holiness, about death and about eternity, about our own
helplessness and God's perfect solution. Though many people often seek to banish such
thoughts from their minds, a day is coming when each one must face them. Scripture
says, "Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment." Every pain, every
medical doctor and registered nurse we see, every hospital and convalescent home, our
aging figure and thinning hair - all of these remind us that the above statement from the
Bible is true: Death is inevitable. And the evening news reminds us that not only the old
die; youth is no guarantee of long life and happiness. Yes, we need Lent.
We need Lent because it reminds us forcefully of God's gracious answer. The writer to
the Hebrews didn't only write, "Man is destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment, " but he continued by saying, "So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the
sins of many people; he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation
to those who are waiting for him. " Jesus was "sacrificed once to take away the sins of
many people" - not as opposed to all, but as opposed to few, and therefore including us.
That's the message of Lent, and that is God's answer to the questions that trouble us
more than "food and drink, clothing and shoes." etc.
Christ was sacrificed. By whom? By the Father in heaven, who so
loved our human
world that he gave his one and only Son! And yes, Christ also offered himself as the
sacrifice, as we read in Galatians 1:4, "Jesus Christ .... gave himselffor our sins." Nailed
to the cross by people - including you and me - he was forsaken by the heavenly Father
and suffered the torments of hell. It wasn't because he had sinned and deserved that.
because he was sinless. No, it was because we have sinned and deserved that. God's
answer to our greatest need is clear: "My Son took your place!"
It is worth hearing about him? Is it worth believing and trusting III him? The Season of
Lent assures us that it is. We hear the words of the Crucified himself,
"It is
finished, "(John 19:30). We hear also the words of the inspired writer saying of Jesus,
"He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are

waiting for him. " For all people who have the Christ of Lent and Easter in their hearts,
fear has found its antidote. Judgment Day does not frighten them, because their Judge
will be the same one who hung on the cross for them, and he will say to them, "Come,
you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you
since the creation of the world, " (Matthew 25:34).
Oh. yes. we do need Lent! It's the best news that can be proclaimed in this world of ours.
And it's our prayer that all of our members will gather each Wednesday in our Lenten
Vesper worship services to hear this wonderful news of love and grace, this news of
comfort and eternal hope.
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